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From The Principal’s Desk 

 
 

The last few months have certainly been different in our society. Last week we moved into Phase 1 transition back to school 
and the students have adapted very well. It is wonderful to hear the laughter in the playground again and seeing smiling 
faces. Thank you to our wonderful families for working alongside us during these times. We appreciate everyone’s flexibility 
and acknowledge the changes that parents have made over the last few months and moving into Phase 1.  
 
When I was talking to parents last week, even the simple act of dropping children off and picking them up at the gate is a 
change that some communicated that their children may struggle with. Most of our students have managed this and many 
other changes with a smile. Some students faced these changes with uncertainty however what always has remained true 
is that we care for our students and we will be there for them to hold their hand and guide them throughout any changes or 
challenges that they encounter. Facing these uncertain times as a school community is what builds their strength of 
character. It has provided new learning for our students. Some have needed more reassurance than others but throughout 
all of this, our students know that you, as parents/carers, and us here at school, will be there for them and will continue to be 
there for them, to help navigate the road ahead.     
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Full Return to School – Phase 3 
 
Last night’s media reported that students will return to full attendance from next Monday 25th May, entering into Phase 3. 
This afternoon, all principals have been invited to a livestream briefing with the NSW Education Minister and Secretary of 
the Department of Education. This meeting will provide principals with information to prepare for the next phase so that 
hygiene practices and face to face teaching begins in a safe and effective way. As soon as we have all of the information we 
will communicate this to you.  
 
To ensure the safety of all students and staff we ask that you do not enter the school grounds for pick up and drop off (unless 
it is essential for safety reasons and has been prearranged with your child’s teacher and/or assistant principal of the stage). 
If this is the case we ask that you collect your child/children and leave immediately. We ask that parents maintain social 
distancing guidelines by avoiding gathering outside of school gates. We will have staff at both front and back school gates for 
morning drop off and afternoon pick up. School buses will operate as normal. 
 
Please follow the latest health advice and keep your child/children at home if they are unwell. If your child is unwell at school 
we will contact you to pick them up. 
 
Please continue to communicate with your child’s teacher and if you have any concerns or questions don’t hesitate to contact 
us via phone or email. We will endeavour to keep you informed as further information comes to hand. We will notify you should 
the Department of Education implement Phase 4. 
 
Breakfast Club 
 
Breakfast Club commenced yesterday at 8:30 am for take away toast. We will let you know when we move back into our 
usual breakfast options.  
 
New Technology 
 
Last year we were successful in achieving funds from the Australian Government to purchase extra technology to benefit 
our students. As a result, we have 16 new laptops and a charging station for our students to use for their learning. Thank 
you to our local member, Mrs Lucy Wicks MP for supporting our school. 
 

“Start where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.” - Arthur Ashe 
 
Mrs Sarah Baldwin 
Principal 
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Canteen 

Our canteen is now open every Wednesday to Friday. Please see attached our wonderful Canteen menu. 
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A Stream at Erina High School  

 

2021 Year 7 A Stream Class Applications for Erina High School are open. The application has been adjusted to 

accommodate for the current COVID-19 situation. We hope to continue to receive many applications. All applications are to 

be returned to your Chertsey for collection by Wednesday 20th May (Week 4).  
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Chertsey Kids Caring For Others during COVID-19 
 
Our amazing Chaplain, Donna Knee, created a wonderful learning opportunity for our students at the beginning of COVID-
19. Some of our students created bright artworks, letters and encouraging messages for the residents of BaptistCare Orana 
Aged Care Centre, Point Clare. These messages were warmly received by the residents and staff. It is a wonderful example 
of how Donna is such an asset to our school and community, creating experiences that ignite compassion in others. Donna 
has since shared these messages with the residents and staff of Anglicare Newmarch House. Thank you to Donna and our 
caring students who are thinking of others in such unusual times. 
 

 

 

At Chertsey Primary School teachers, 

students and parents work together to 

empower students to become confident 

lifelong learners in a caring and inclusive 

environment. 
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Chertsey Primary School is situated within extensive grounds 
and cultivated, water-wise gardens, cared for by a dedicated 
school community. With a current enrolment of 186 students, 

seven mainstream classes, and five support classes making up 
our diverse school. 
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Wonderful resources from our ‘Got It’ Team 
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